
LESSON 3 LINDA WALKER / OLOH

SUMMARY

Grade 7, U.S. History through the Civil War

Time Allotment is optional:  From two to three class periods.

Curriculum Areas:  U.S. History, Computer Skills, and Language Arts

RATIONAL

During the 1840’s and 1850’s, a controversy developed: should civilians or the military
control the Armory?  Political leaders got involved and former employees brought lawsuits
against the government.

GOAL

This lesson is a guided reading of the “Struggles over the Armory.”  Students will look into
the politics of the city of Springfield and the way these issues were dealt with by the U.S.
government.

OBJECTIVES

Using primary sources, the students will read and discuss the turmoil over a government
facility and the city in which it is housed.  Students will write an essay relating to the
opinions presented in the text and give their own opinion.

MATERIALS

Assignment sheet
Paper and pen

Guided Reading/Struggles over the Armory

Go to Themes #2 “The changing world of the industrial craftsmen”.
Click on III “Struggles over control at the Armory”.
Read.

Click on the document “Transcripts from the court of inquiry”
Read the charges and get a sense of the Springfield residents’ feelings about Major Ripley.
(For an in-depth look of each charge, read on.)

Click “Back” and then click on the testimony of John Lombard.
Consider the reasons for his frustration with Major Ripley.

Click “Back” and then click on the letter to Major Ripley from Charles Stearns.
Reflect on the response Secretary Porter and the War Department gave to Mr. Stearns.



Next Read the 1852 description of the Armory by clicking on Themes #1 and then IX
“Tensions concerning Armory Production just prior to the Civil War”.  Scroll down to the
document written by Jacob Abbot for Harper’s Weekly in 1852.  Go to page 160.  Read the
section entitled “The Administration of the Armory”.  Think about the opinion Abbot gives
in his article about the controversy over army vs. civilian control.

Using the questions on the assignment sheet, write a short essay (approximately 4 to 5
paragraphs) about the politics over the army vs. civilian control of the Armory.  Consider
the feelings of the Springfield residents, the testimony of a former employee, the reasons
for the letter to Major Ripley, and how someone outside of the city saw the situation of the
Springfield Armory.  Try to use a current situation in our country today to compare the
controversy of the 1840’s and 50’s.

Assessment/Evaluation:  Allow time to develop an essay either in class or as a homework
assignment.   Collect and consider the following information when grading the essay.

The Springfield residents were displeased with the army’s take over of the Armory.  They
felt a sense of loss over something the Democratic Party had allow the city to control for a
long time.  The man in charge, Major Ripley, had even closed off streets through the
Armory grounds that had been open to the public before.

John Lombard felt betrayed by his employer.  He did not understand why he and so many
others had lost their jobs.

The fact that Ripley did not respond to the letter written by Stearns was an insult.  The two
men had too much pride to ever be allies.  Secretary Porter’s response was short and the
War Department dismissed the allegations as false.

The response in the Harper’s Weekly article was interesting because it gave credence to the
residents but said the strides made at the Armory due to the military control far outweigh
those feelings of what was fair.  The efficiency of the Armory and the cost reduction pulled
Abbot to the military control side of the argument.
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Assignment – Write a short essay (4 to 5 paragraphs) about the politics over the army vs.
civilian control of the Springfield Armory.  Use the web site text to help you to state the
facts in the controversy and express your opinion.  If you can, use a current situation in our
country today to compare the controversy of the 1840’s and 50’s.

 Think about these questions while forming your opinion.

What were the feelings of the residents in Springfield about the government’s control over
the Armory after it had been a civilian controlled facility for years?

What were some of the frustrations of John Lombard in his testimony against James
Ripley, the Major of Ordnance in the Regular Army?

How did Ripley, through Secretary Porter and the War Department handle Charles Stearns’
request?

What opinion did John Abbot, the writer of the July 1852 Harper’s Weekly article, give
about the controversy?


